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From care for the environment to 
care for the young and elderly, from 
mental health care to humanitarian 
care, from care understood as an obli-
gation, as a gift, or as an affect, from 
the intimacy of care among loved 
ones, to the work of care giving in in-
stitutional settings, to the responsi-
bility to care for those one does not 
know, the notion of ‘care’ encompass-
es a proliferating field of diverse rela-
tions. The question of care presents a 
central ethical and political challenge 
that is bound up with the increasing 
regulation and management of care 
relations by governmental institu-
tions as well as its privatization, quan-
tification, and commodification on 
the global market. As a result, certain 
kinds of care – for certain people, an-
imals, things, or the environment – 
are dismissed or ignored in the name 
of ostensibly more urgent, more prac-
tical, and often more profitable con-
cerns. The symposium seeks to better 
understand prevailing regimes of care 
and explore under-represented or un-
acknowledged practices of care in the 
past and present.
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